Pine Ridge Agency
(see also Red Cloud Agency and Upper Platte Agency)

Originally established as Red Cloud Agency in 1871, it was located on the North Platte River
near Fort Laramie in eastern Wyoming and was primarily responsible for the Oglala band of the
Lakota. In 1873 the agency moved to the White River near Camp Robinson in Nebraska; in
1877, to the Missouri River at the mouth of Medicine Creek in present day South Dakota; and in
1878, to White Clay Creek where it became known as Pine Ridge Agency.

Prominent among Oglala leaders were Red Cloud, Crazy Horse, American Horse, Young Man
Afraid of His Horses, Little Wound, and Conquering Bear. These men defended their homelands
against the encroachment of non-Indians in the latter part of the 19th Century and became
famous for their efforts. In 1890 the Wounded Knee Massacre ended widespread, armed conflict
between the United States government and the Lakota.

Today Pine Ridge Reservation is home to the 2nd largest American Indian population in the
United States. Located in southwestern South Dakota, it has a land base of 1.7 million acres and
stretches across Shannon and Jackson counties. Billy Mills, 1964 Olympic gold medal winner in
the 10,000-meter race, was born on the Pine Ridge Reservation.

COLLECTIONS
DESCRIPTION ACCESSION # | LOCATION
Chief’s Certificates, 1873-1874 H76-105 Box 3568A

Photocopies of seven certificates issued to Indian
chiefs stating that the chief is chief of a band of
Indians whose influence has been to preserve
peace and harmony with the United States.
Documents are signed by the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.

Pine Ridge Ambulance Service, Legal Documents, 98-046 Box 5341
1991-1994
Consists of correspondence, email messages,
transcripts of hearings, incident reports, and other
reports related to the Pine Ridge Ambulance
Service.

White Clay District, List of Indian Issues, 1900 92-080 MD 089
Lists ration items issued to individual Indians and
families in the White Clay District (Bennett
County) on November 10, 1900. Ration items
include axes, blankets, cooking utensils, clothing,
and bedding.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence Received from the Office of Indian Affairs, Indian
Warehouses, and Special Agents, 1871-1907.

This series contains correspondence received by the Pine Ridge Agency, which from 1871 to
1890 is arranged chronologically by date of letter. From 1891 to 1907, letters are grouped into
six general subject headings (accounts, education, claims and finance, land, miscellany, and
requisitions) and thereunder arranged chronologically. The great majority of the correspondence
originates with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, but a few letters are from Office of Indian
Affairs warehouses in New York, Chicago, or Omaha, or from special agents.

These correspondence files are housed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri,
and were microfilmed at the request of the South Dakota State Archives for the Indian Archives
Project.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Partial Index, 1896-ca 1906 1 6727
Accounts, 1872-1877
Northern Arapahoe, 1871
January 25, 1873 - August 30, 1873
September 8, 1873 - October 30, 1877 2 6728
November 1, 1877 - January 21, 1880 3 6729
January 14, 1880 - August 17, 1881 4 6730
August 20, 1881 - October 19, 1882 5 6731
October 25, 1882 - April 1, 1884 6 6732
March 31, 1884 - February 6, 1886 7 6733
February 6, 1886 - March 10, 1887 8 6734
March 12, 1887 - May 13, 1889 9 6735
May 14, 1889 - September 13, 1890 10 6736
September 13, 1890 - December 11, 1894 11 6737
December 15-29, 1894; January 6 - November 8, 1897 | 12 6738
November 9, 1897 - August 15, 1900 13 6739
August 14, 1900 - January 6, 1903 14 6740
January 9, 1903 - January 24, 1905 15 6741
January 26 - June 1905; January 18 - November 16, 16 6742
1893
November 16, 1893 - July 9, 1896 17 6743
July 16 - December 1896 18 6744
Education: July 2 - December 12, 1898
Education: December 13, 1898 - October 12, 1900 19 6745
Education: October 12, 1900 - April 5, 1902 20 6746
Education: April 7, 1902 - March 1, 1904 21 6747
Education: March 5, 1904 - September 13, 1905 22 6748
Education: September 17, 1905 - February 3, 1907 23 6749
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Education: February 13 - November 1907 24 6750
Finance: April 28 - June 1, 1893

Finance: June 1, 1893 - October 30, 1894 25 6751
Finance: November 6, 1894 - January 15, 1897 26 6752
Finance: January 25, 1897 - August 3, 1898 27 6753
Finance: August 5, 1898 - March 22, 1901 28 6754
Finance: March 22, 1901 - November 17, 1902 29 6755
Finance: November 19, 1902 - September 2, 1904 30 6756
Finance: September 2, 1904 - May 31, 1906 31 6757
Finance: May 31 - June 1906 32 6758
Land: January 4-25, 1892

Land: February 15, 1894 - August 11, 1900 33 6759
Land: August 14, 1900 - 1904 34 6760
Misc: June 12, 1891 - June 20, 1894

Misc.: June 20, 1894 - September 21, 1903 35 6761
Misc.: September 26, 1903 - February 27, 1907 36 6762
Land: January 6, 1905 - November 1, 1907

Requisitions: September 18, 1891 - October 28, 1897

Requisitions: January 28, 1898 - October 3, 1906 37 6763
Misc.: January 4, 1905 - November 7, 1907

General Correspondence (Alphabetical), 1903-1923

This series and General Correspondence (by Subject) constitute the Pine Ridge Agency’s main
correspondence file between 1907 and the adoption of the decimal correspondence filing in
1926. This series is arranged alphabetically according to subject heading or correspondent.

These correspondence files are housed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri,
and were microfilmed at the request of the South Dakota State Archives for the Indian Archives
Project.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
“A” Misc. 37 6763
“A” Misc. - “B” Misc. 38 6764
“B” Misc. - Bellendier 39 6765
Bellendier - Boesl 40 6766
Boesl - “C” Misc. 41 6767
“C” Misc. 42 6768
“C” Misc. - Cheyenne & Arapahoe 43 6769
Cheyenne & Arapahoe - Carlisle School 44 6770
Carlisle School - Cheyenne River 45 6771
Cheyenne River - Commissioner 46 6772
Commissioner - “D” Misc. 47 6773
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
“D” Misc. - “E” Misc. 48 6774
“E” Misc. - First National Bank 49 6775
First National Bank - Flandreau School 50 6776
Flandreau School - Government Officials 51 6777
Government Officials - “H” Misc. 52 6778
“H” Misc. 53 6779
“H” Misc. - “J” Misc. 54 6780
“J” Misc. - “K” Misc. 55 6781
“K” Misc. - “L” Misc. 56 6782
“L” Misc. - Miscellaneous 57 6783
Miscellaneous - “M” Misc. 58 6784
“M” Misc. 59 6785
“M” Misc. - Parkhurst 60 6786
Parkhurst Farmer - “P”” Misc. 61 6787
“P” Misc. - Pomeroy 62 6788
Pomeroy - “R” Misc. 63 6789
“R” Misc. 64 6790
“R” Misc. - “S” Misc. 65 6791
“S” Misc. 66 6792
“S” Misc. 67 6793
“S” Misc. (includes Santee and Sisseton Agencies) 68 6794
“S” Misc. - Shook 69 6795
Shook - “T” Misc. 70 6796
“T” Misc. 71 6797
“T” Misc. 72 6798
“T” Misc. - Union Bank 73 6799
Union Agency - “W” Misc. 74 6800
“W” Misc. 75 6801
“W” Misc. - “Z” Misc. 76 6802

General Correspondence (by Subject), 1905-1926.

This series and General Correspondence (Alphabetical) constitute the Pine Ridge Agency’s main
correspondence file between 1907 and the adoption of the decimal correspondence filing in
1926. This series is arranged alphabetically by subject heading. Within each subject heading,
letters are arranged chronologically. Some folders have a table of contents.

These correspondence files are housed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri,
and were microfilmed at the request of the South Dakota State Archives for the Indian Archives
Project.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Accounts - Allotment Crew 1 5100

Pine Ridge Agency - 4




CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Allotment Requests - Applications for Positions 2 5101
Applications for Positions (continued) - 3 5102
Appropriation/Allotment Requests
Appropriation/Allotment Requests (continued) - Bids | 4 5103
Bids - Boarding School 5 5104
Boarding School (continued) - Building 6 5105
Building - Coal 7 5106
Coal - Construction of Bridges and Roads 8 5107
Construction of Dairy Barns - Contracts 9 5108
Contracts 10 5109
Contracts - Decision of Circuit Court 11 5110
Education - Employees 12 5111
Employees 13 5112
Employees - Farming Implements 14 5113
Farming and Grazing Lease Correspondence 16 5115
Farming and Grazing (continued) - Finance 15 5114
Farmers - Forestry 17 5116
Grazing Leases - Grazing Lease Checks 18 5117
Grazing Lease Checks (continued) - Indian Traders 19 5118
Indian Traders - Interagency Correspondence 20 5119
Interagency Correspondence (continued) - Land 21 5120
Land Leasing - Law and Order 22 5121
Law and Order (continued) - Liabilities, Outstanding 23 5122
Liabilities, Outstanding (continued) - Miscellaneous 24 5123
Miscellaneous (continued) - Purchases from Indians 25 5124
Purchases, Open Market 26 5125
Purchases, Open Market (continued) - Religion 27 5126
Schools - Supplies, Misc. 28 5127
Supplies, Misc. (continued) - Transfer of Employees 29 5128
Transfer of Employees - Wolves 30 5129

Decimal Correspondence, 1900-1965.

These correspondence files are housed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri,
and were microfilmed at the request of the South Dakota State Archives for the Indian Archives
Project.

This series comprises the agency’s main correspondence and record holding file from 1925 to
1960. It succeeded the “General Correspondence (by Subject)” files. As early as 1921, the
superintendent’s office was utilizing a decimal filing scheme for some of its records. With the
adoption of the field office decimal code provided by the Office of Indian Affairs in 1925, most
of the superintendent’s office records were channeled into this file. The file was used through
1960; some records dated 1961-1965 have also been found in the file. Apparently, the agency
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placed pre-1925 documents in the decimal file as well, as correspondence created as early as
1900 appears. However, the bulk of the records derive from the period 1920 to 1960.

Much of the file consists of letters received and copies of letters sent. Correspondence with all
classes of agency correspondents, from the Office of Indian Affairs to business firms, agency
employees, and private individuals, are represented. In addition, there are forms, reports, maps,
bills, receipts, and various other documents created or received in the course of operating the
agency. While the superintendent’s office was directly involved in the creation and receipt of
much of the documentation, other agency officials and administrative divisions are also

represented.

DECIMAL CONTENTS NARA MF
CODE ROLL # LOCATION
060-061 Tribal Relations 1 5145
061-064 Tribal Relations 2 5146
064 Tribal Relations 3 5147
064 Tribal Relations 4 5148
064 Tribal Relations 5 5149
064-065 Tribal Relations 6 5150
065-069 Tribal Relations 7 5151
069-124 Tribal Relations - Policy and Programs 8 5152
124-124.14 Policy and Programs 9 5153
124.2-124.3 Policy and Programs 10 5154
124.3-124.5 Policy and Programs 11 5155
124.5-124.8 Policy and Programs 12 5156
124.8-300 Policy and Programs - Lands 13 5157
300 Lands 14 5158
300.1 Lands 15 5159
300.1-300.4 Lands 16 5160
300.4-300.9 Lands 17 5161
301-301.4 Lands 18 5162
301.4-301.5 Lands 19 5163
301.5-301.6 Lands 20 5164
301.5-302.1 Lands 21 5165
302.1-304 Lands 22 5166
304 Lands 23 5167
304-304.1 Lands 24 5168
304.1-308 Lands 25 5169
308 Lands 26 5170
308-308.1 Lands 27 5171
308.2-310 Lands - Transfer of Lands 28 5172
310 Transfer of Lands 29 5173
310-310.2 Transfer of Lands 30 5174
310.3-312 Transfer of Lands 31 5175
312-312.1 Transfer of Lands 32 5176
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DECIMAL CONTENTS NARA MF
CODE ROLL # LOCATION
313-314 Transfer of Lands 33 5177
315-318 Transfer of Lands 34 5178
318 Transfer of Lands 35 5179
318 Transfer of Lands 36 5180
318-320.1 Transfer of Lands - Leasing of Lands 37 5181
320.1-320.5 Leasing of Lands 38 5182
320.5-320.7 Leasing of Lands 39 5183
320.7 Leasing of Lands 40 5184
320.7-320.71 Leasing of Lands 41 5185
320.71-320.9 Leasing of Lands 42 5186
320.9-321 Leasing of Lands 43 5187
321 Leasing of Lands 44 5188
321-350 Leasing of Lands - Estates and Heirship 45 5189
Cases
350 Estates and Heirship Cases 46 5190
350 Estates and Heirship Cases 47 5191
350 Estates and Heirship Cases 48 5192
350 Estates and Heirship Cases 49 5193
350-357 Estates and Heirship Cases 50 5194
357-358 Estates and Heirship Cases 51 5195
358-361 Estates and Heirship Cases - Acquisition of | 52 5196
Lands
362-370 Acquisition of Lands - Rights of Way 53 5197
373-375 Rights of Way 54 5198
375-375.2 Rights of Way 55 5199
377-391 Rights of Way - Indian Homesteads 56 5200
350-073 Estates and Heirship Cases - Indian Customs | 01 5229
073-076 Indian Customs 02 5230
076-093 Indian Customs - Organizations Interested in | 03 5231
Indians
093-094 Organizations Interested in Indians 04 5232
094-341 Organizations Interested in Indians - 05 5233
Improvements
341 Improvements 06 5234
341 Improvements 07 5235
341 Improvements 08 5236
341-341.0A Improvements 09 5237
341.0A-341.2 | Improvements 10 5238
341.2-345.2 Improvements 11 5239
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Law Enforcement Correspondence and Records, 1905-1926 (bulk: 1910-1925).

These records were selected from Bureau of Indian Affairs Criminal Case Files for their
relevance to South Dakota and microfilmed at the request of the State Archives for the Indian
Archives project. The original files are available at the National Archives facility in Kansas
City, Missouri. For law enforcement files after 1926, see RG 75, Series 73 (Criminal Case
Files).

The files contain correspondence relating to agency law enforcement investigations on the
reservation. Correspondents include the agency superintendent, the Commissioner of Indian
Aftfairs and other BIA officials, the U.S. Attorney and Assistant Attorney for South Dakota, U.S.
Marshalls, the Secretary of the Interior, reservation stock detectives, alleged lawbreakers,
witnesses, and others. Files may also include related documentation such as affidavits or
informal testimony of witnesses. There are also some oaths of office for agency employees.
Occasionally, cases were taken to the U.S. Attorney for possible prosecution in the federal
courts, but most appear to have been resolved locally by the superintendent.

Among the subjects dealt with are criminal and non-criminal matters, including land leases, land
improvements, liquor traffic, tax payments, use of peyote, theft, trespass, assault, forgery, threats
exchanged, larceny, rape, murder, suicide, automobile accidents, delinquent students, and
escaped and wanted criminals.

Files are arranged by case file number. Case files #3 to #540 are included, although there are
gaps in the file numbers.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Case Files, 3 to 177 1 5201
Case Files, 179 to 230 2 5202
Case Files, 232B to 333 3 5203
Case Files, 336 to 370 4 5204
Case Files, 371 to 416 5 5205
Case Files, 417 to 497 6 5206
Case Files, 498 to 509 7 5207
Case Files, 510 to 540 8 5208

Letters Sent to the Office of Indian Affairs by the Pine Ridge Agency, 1874-
1914 (M1282).

The records in this microfilm publication consist of correspondence and reports sent to the Office
of Indian Affairs by the official in charge of the Pine Ridge Indian Agency from August 11, 1875
through June 30, 1914. The microfilm was purchased by the State Archives as part of the Indian
Archives project; the original documents are held by the National Archives facility in Kansas
City, Missouri. Most of the letters and reports were copied into 51 letterpress copybooks;
however, some loose documents were interfiled in some volumes. The loose documents have
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been filmed as roll 1; the copybooks constitute rolls 2-52. Documents are arranged roughly
chronologically by date written, although volumes often overlap by a few weeks or months. All
of the volumes have a name and subject index except volumes 9, 15-19, 28-30, and 49.

The letters and reports in this publication are nearly always addressed specifically to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The correspondence concerns both general and particular
agency policy, agreements with Indian bands or tribes, Indian and non-Indian employees,
supplies and equipment, complaints made by Indians, letters or petitions submitted by Indians or
others and forwarded by the agent, and financial matters. Lists of Indian or non-Indian
employees and other lists of Indians, financial reports, and form replies to depredation claims are
occasionally found as enclosures. Vol. 16 (1892) includes a census of 4,974 Indian, but some of
the pages are very faded that they are illegible or barely legible. The census provides the name,
age, sex, relationship to the head of the family, and census number of each individual. There is
also a list of Indians killed by whites and whites killed by Indians, 1873-1874.

Among the loose documents is a set of proceedings (June 1, 1879) of a council held between the
new agent (Valentine T. McGillycuddy), Lieutenant Chase of the Army, and nine Oglala chiefs.
The occasion was the annual sun dance celebration. The brief discussion concerned the Indians’
complaints about trespassing and horse stealing and the benign purpose of the sun dance.

Some letters include comments by the agent on his perception of Indian characteristics and on
his hopes or expectations regarding the future of the Oglala Sioux.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Loose Documents (ca July 1874 - 18 July 1907) 1 4965
Vol. 1 (7 Oct 1879 - 5 Oct 1880) 2 4966
Vol. 2 (12 Oct 1880 - 6 Jan 1882) 3 4967
Vol. 3 (6 Jan 1882 - 21 Sept 1882) 4 4968
Vol. 4 (28 Sept 1882 - 23 Aug 1883) 5 4969
Vol. 5 (10 Aug 1883 - 10 Dec 1884) 6 4970
Vol. 6 (30 Nov 1884 - 30 June 1886) 7 4971
Vol. 7 (15 Apr 1886 - 12 Dec 1887) 8 4972
Vol. 8 (16 Dec 1887 - 20 Sept 1889) 9 4973
Vol. 9 (11 Oct 1889 - 20 Dec 1890) 10 4974
Vol. 10 (12 Jan 1891 - 31 July 1891) 11 4975
Vol. 11 (30 July 1891 - 4 Dec 1891) 12 4976
Vol. 12 (21 Nov 1891 - 12 Apr 1892) 13 4977
Vol. 13 (9 Mar 1892 - 9 Sept 1892 14 4978
Vol. 14 (19 Apr 1892 - 27 June 1892) 15 4979
Vol. 15 (29 June 1892 - 29 Sept 1892) 16 4980
Vol. 16 (31 Aug 1892 - 1 Nov 1892) 17 4981
Vol. 17 (17 Oct 1892 - 24 Jan 1893) 18 4982
Vol. 18 (19 Jan 1892 - 22 Mar 1893) 19 4983
Vol. 19 (21 Mar 1893 - 15 June 1893) 20 4984
Vol. 20 (29 July 1893 - 18 Dec 1893) 21 4985
Vol. 21 (16 Dec 1893 - 19 May 1894) 22 4986
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Vol. 22 (21 May 1894 - 8 Dec 1894) 23 4987
Vol. 23 (6 Dec 1894 - 19 July 1895) 24 4988
Vol. 24 (20 July 1895 - 22 Jan 1896) 25 4989
Vol. 25 (30 Nov 1895 - 29 Mar 1897) 26 4990
Vol. 26 (30 Mar 1897 - 1 Mar 1898) 27 4991
Vol. 27 (1 Mar 1898 - 10 June 1899) 28 4992
Vol. 28 (10 June 1899 - 24 Aug 1900) 29 4993
Vol. 29 (1 Feb 1896 - 21 Aug 1899) 30 4994
Vol. 30 (1 Aug 1900 - 31 Oct 1900) 31 4995
Vol. 31 (1 Nov 1900 - 2 Dec 1901) 32 4996
Vol. 32 (28 Nov 1901 - 12 Nov 1902) 33 4997
Vol. 33 (10 Nov 1902 - 4 Dec 1903) 34 4998
Vol. 34 (15 Dec 1903 - 17 Sept 1904) 35 4999
Vol. 35 (19 Sept 1904 - 31 Aug 1905) 36 5000
Vol. 36 (28 Aug 1905 - 6 Oct 1906) 37 5001
Vol. 37 (6 Oct 1906 - 7 Oct 1907) 38 5002
Vol. 38 (7 Oct 1907 - 8 July 1908) 39 5003
Vol. 39 (3 July 1908 - 24 Feb 1909) 40 5004
Vol. 40 (24 Feb 1909 - 20 Nov 1909) 41 5005
Vol. 41 (19 Nov 1909 - 27 July 1910) 42 5006
Vol. 42 (26 July 1910 - 23 Feb 1911) 43 5007
Vol. 43 (25 Feb 1911 - 27 Oct 1911) 44 5008
Vol. 44 (27 Oct 1911 - 29 Mar 1912) 45 5009
Vol. 45 (29 Mar 1912 - 30 July 1912) 46 5010
Vol. 46 (31 July 1912 - 11 Feb 1913) 47 5011
Vol. 47 (8 Feb 1913 - 19 June 1913) 48 5012
Vol. 48 (16 June 1913 - 11 Oct 1913) 49 5013
Vol. 49 (13 Oct 1913 - 31 Jan 1914) 50 5014
Vol. 50 (30 Jan 1914 - 25 Apr 1914) 51 5015
Vol. 51 (27 Apr 1914 - 30 June 1914) 52 5016

Miscellaneous Letters Received, 1871-1907.

These records are housed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri. The State
Archives requested that these records be microfilmed as part of the Indian Archives project.

These letters, addressed to the Pine Ridge Agent, were from military officers; commercial
suppliers (bills, receipts, and bills of lading are sometimes included); the Office of the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for Dakota (at Yukon); other Indian agencies; U.S. Marshals;
other government officials; agency employees (including education officials such as the
Superintendent of the Oglala Boarding School); U.S. consulates in Europe and Australia; Indians
residing on the Pine Ridge Reservation and elsewhere; missionaries; the Secretary of the Interior;
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the Board of Indian Commissioners; and other persons doing business with or interested in the
Pine Ridge Agency.

Also included are a few Treasury Department notices of requisitions drawn for agency funds,
inventories of agency stock, and letters received from the Treasury Department and the Office of
Indian Affairs concerning the agency’s accounts. In some boxes documents related to supply
accounts will be found in a separate folder.

All aspects of the business of the agency were discussed in this correspondence, including
Indians abandoned in Europe or Australia by wild west shows, employment applications, reports
from subordinate agency employees, financial matters, general policy, and the purchase of
supplies. Occasionally letters sent to the acting agent by the agent while the latter was away
from the reservation are present.

There are letters from Indians authorizing the agent to pay the per capita (annuity) money due
them to another person while they were away working for a wild west show (April 30, 1894,
filed under “authorizations”). There is also a folder of copies of correspondence with and among
military officers on and off the reservation (2 Apr 1873 - 22 Sept 1893, in the first box of the
series).

The correspondence is arranged chronologically by date of letter through 1890; from 1891 it is
arranged alphabetically by surname of the sender; from 1896 it is again arranged
chronologically. There are gaps of up to six months in these records.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Jan 1871 - Apr 1879 1 5130
Mar 1878 - June 1879 2 5131
July 1879 - June 1881 3 5132
Aug 1886 - June 1888 4 5133
July 1886 - Apr 1894 5 5134
Sept 1891 - Apr 1894 6 5135
1891-1896,C - G 7 5136
1891-1896, G - M 8 5137
1891-1896, M - P 9 5138
1891-1896,P - T 10 5139
1891-1896, T - W 11 5140
June 1893 - Jan 1901

Jan 1901 - Feb 1902 12 5141
Mar 1902 - Nov 1903 13 5142
Mar 1903 - July 1904 14 5143
July 1904 - Nov 1907 15 5144
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Miscellaneous Letters Sent by the Agents or Superintendents at the Pine
Ridge Indian Agency, 1876-1914 (M1229).

This microfilm publication from the National Archives reproduces on 76 rolls the miscellaneous
letters sent by the official in charge of the Pine Ridge Indian Agency from August 25, 1876
through June 30, 1914. The official had the title of “agent” until December 1908, when it was
changed to “superintendent.” These letters are part of the records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(RG 75), and the originals can be viewed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City,
Missouri. The State Archives purchased the microfilm publication from the National Archives
as part of the Indian Archives project.

The miscellaneous letters sent (including a few telegrams, notes, and circulars) in this microfilm
publication were copied into 80 letterpress copybooks; a few loose documents were interfiled in
some volumes. Letters are arranged roughly chronologically, and all of the volumes have a
name and subject index except volumes 1, 6, 20-22, 35-36, and 40-41. The letters were
addressed to the Commissioner and other Office of Indian Affairs (OIA) officials; commercial
suppliers; employees and potential employees of the agency; other Indian agents; military
officers; local and state officials; and private citizens.

All of volume 20 is devoted to correspondence regarding controversies at the agency. Volume
22 includes statements by Red Cloud and other Oglala leaders. A letter of March 11, 1904 (in
vol. 45), contains agent Brennan’s brief explanation of the events that culminated in the
Wounded Knee tragedy of 1890. Subjects covered throughout the other volumes include agency
or OIA policy; routine agency affairs such as the procuring of supplies and applications for
employment; incidents such as crimes, cattle roundups, and recruiting for Wild West shows;
complaints and requests from Indians; the ejection of non-Indians from the reservation; money
due Indians from the government; and (particularly in vol. 9) answers to exceptions raised about
the agency’s cash and property accounts. Some of the earlier correspondence with Army
officers, such as the commander of Camp Robinson in Nebraska, deals with the maintenance of
order around the agency and the location and movement of Indians and Indian leaders. Most of
the remainder of the correspondence in the 1870s and early 1880s concerns the contracting for
and distribution of rations.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Vol. 1 (25 Aug 1876 - 25 Oct 1877) 1 4470
Loose Documents from Vol. 1 (24 Dec 1877 - 12 Sept

1882)

Vol. 2 (10 Sept 1880 - 12 Dec 1882) 2 4471
Vol. 3 (25 Nov 1882 - 28 Dec 1884) 3 4472
Vol. 4 (22 Dec 1884 - 23 Nov 1887) 4 4473
Vol. 5 (5 Dec 1887 - 27 Feb 1890) 5 4474
Vol. 6 (28 Feb 1890 - 19 Sept 1890) 6 4475
Vol. 7 (9 Oct 1890 - 24 June 1891) 7 4476
Vol. 8 (24 June 1891 - 24 Oct 1891) 8 4477
Vol. 9 (24 Oct 1891 - 10 Dec 1891) 9 4478
Vol. 10 (20 Nov 1891 - 9 Feb 1892) 10 4479
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Vol. 11 (9 Feb 1892 - 12 Apr 1892) 11 4480
Vol. 12 (12 Apr 1892 - 6 June 1892) 12 4481
Vol. 13 (6 June 1892 - 18 July 1892) 13 4482
Vol. 14 (11 July 1892 - 10 Sept 1892) 14 4483
Vol. 15 (19 Aug 1892 - 2 Oct 1892) 15 4484
Vol. 16 (12 Oct 1892 - 7 Dec 1892) 16 4485
Vol. 17 (25 Nov 1892 - 13 Jan 1893) 17 4486
Vol. 18 (13 Jan 1893 - 16 Feb 1893) 18 4487
Vol. 19 (4 Feb 1893 - 14 Mar 1893) 19 4488
Vol. 20-22 (23 Feb 1889 - 15 May 1893) 20 4489
Vol. 23 (27 Jan 1893 - 22 Apr 1893) 21 4490
Vol. 24 (23 Mar 1893 - 26 May 1893) 22 4491
Vol. 25 (21 Feb 1893 - 28 Dec 1893) 23 4492
Vol. 26 (16 June 1893 - 21 Apr 1894) 24 4493
Vol. 27 (24 June 1893 - 27 Sept 1893) 25 4494
Vol. 28 (28 Sept 1893 - 27 Dec 1893) 26 4495
Vol. 29 (26 Dec 1893 - 20 Mar 1894) 27 4496
Vol. 30 (21 Mar 1894 - 15 June 1894) 28 4497
Vol. 31 (16 June 1894 - 1 Oct 1894) 29 4498
Vol. 32 (29 Sept 1894 - 1 Mar 1895) 30 4499
Vol. 33 (2 Mar 1895 - 14 Aug 1895) 31 4500
Vol. 34 (10 Aug 1895 - 22 Jan 1896) 32 4501
Vol. 35-36 (23 Feb 1889 - 12 Jan 1895) 33 4502
Vol. 37 (1 Jan 1896 - 13 Apr 1897) 34 4503
Vol. 38 (13 Apr 1897 - 7 June 1898) 35 4504
Vol. 39 (7 June 1898 - 4 Nov 1899) 36 4505
Vol. 40-41 (5 Nov 1899 - 24 Oct 1900) 37 4506
Vol. 42 (1 Nov 1900 - 8 Nov 1901) 38 4507
Vol. 43 (1 Nov 1901 - 11 Nov 1902) 39 4508
Vol. 44 (12 Nov 1902 - 26 Aug 1903) 40 4509
Vol. 45 (27 Aug 1903 - 20 Apr 1904) 41 4510
Vol. 46 (21 Apr 1904 - 15 Dec 1904) 42 4511
Vol. 47 (16 Dec 1904 - 25 July 1905) 43 4512
Vol. 48 (26 July 1905 - 20 Mar 1906) 44 4513
Vol. 49 (12 Mar 1906 - 12 Nov 1906) 45 4514
Vol. 50 (12 Nov 1906 - 30 Apr 1907) 46 4515
Vol. 51 (30 Apr 1907 - 8 Jan 1908) 47 4516
Vol. 52 (8 Jan 1908 - 18 May 1908) 48 4517
Vol. 53 (18 May 1908 - 31 Oct 1908) 49 4518
Vol. 54 (4 Nov 1908 - 19 Mar 1909) 50 4519
Vol. 55 (19 Mar 1909 - 27 July 1909) 51 4520
Vol. 56 (20 July 1909 - 26 Nov 1909) 52 4521
Vol. 57 (26 Nov 1909 - 19 Apr 1910) 53 4522
Vol. 58 (19 Apr 1910 - 22 July 1910) 54 4523
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Vol. 59 (22 July 1910 - 17 Dec 1910) 55 4524
Vol. 60 (17 Dec 1910 - 22 Mar 1911) 56 4525
Vol. 61 (22 Mar 1911 - 21 June 1911) 57 4526
Vol. 62 (19 June 1911 - 3 Oct 1911) 58 4527
Vol. 63 (3 Oct 1911 - 10 Jan 1912) 59 4528
Vol. 64 (9 Jan 1912 - 28 Mar 1912) 60 4529
Vol. 65 (27 Mar 1912 - 25 May 1912) 61 4530
Vol. 66 (25 May 1912 - 12 Aug 1912) 62 4531
Vol. 67 (12 Aug 1912 - 15 Nov 1912) 63 4532
Vol. 68 (15 Nov 1912 - 27 Jan 1913) 64 4533
Vol. 69 (28 Jan 1913 - 28 Mar 1913) 65 4534
Vol. 70 (27 Mar 1913 - 24 May 1913) 66 4535
Vol. 71 (22 May 1913 - 11 July 1913) 67 4536
Vol. 72 (11 July 1913 - 23 Aug 1913) 68 4537
Vol. 73 (16 Aug 1913 - 21 Oct 1913) 69 4538
Vol. 74 (20 Oct 1913 - 10 Dec 1913) 70 4539
Vol. 75 (8 Dec 1913 - 20 Jan 1914) 71 4540
Vol. 76 (20 Jan 1914 - 27 Feb 1914) 72 4541
Vol. 77 (27 Feb 1914 - 8 Apr 1914) 73 4542
Vol. 78 (9 Apr 1914 - 16 May 1914) 74 4543
Vol. 79 (16 May 1914 - 15 June 1914 75 4544
Vol. 80 (June 15-30, 1914) 76 4545
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Reports and Correspondence Relating to the Army Investigations of the
Battle at Wounded Knee and to the Sioux Campaign of 1890-1891 (M983).

On the two rolls of this National Archives microfilm publication are reproduced a number of
letters, telegrams, reports, and maps that relate to the Army investigation of the Battle at
Wounded Knee Creek and to the background of Sioux unrest and consequent Army activity
during the years 1890-1891. The records are a part of the records of the Adjutant General's
Office (RG 94).

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Name and Subject Index, Oct. 1890-1891 1 3241

“Sioux Campaign, 1890-1891,” p. 1-650 (Oct - Dec
1890)

“Sioux Campaign, 1890-1891,” p. 651-975 (Jan 1891)

“Sioux Campaign, 1890-1891,” p. 976-1793 (Jan - Oct | 2 3242
1891)

Headquarters, Department of California, Report of
Operations Relative to the Sioux Indians in 1890
and 1891 in the Department of Dakota. 51% Cong.
2d sess. Senate ex. doc. no. 9. Washington, D.C.:
GPO, 1890.

Reports of Brig. Gen. James W. Forsyth to Secretary
of War Daniel S. Lamont, 1 Sept 1895 and 21 Dec
1896

PUBLICATIONS

TITLE LOCATION

Constitution and Bylaws of the Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine KF8221.03 C5 1936
Ridge Reservation, South Dakota. Approved Jan. 15, 1936.
Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1936.

Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, in relation to the affairs | E99.D1 U55 1892
of the Indians at the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reservation in
South Dakota. 52" Cong. 1 sess. Senate ex. doc. no. 58.
Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1892.

RECORDS, MISCELLANEOUS

Field Notes of Boundary Surveys, 1875-1905.

This series consists of field notes of boundary surveys. The land surveys were conducted on four
separate occasions: 1875, 1879-1881, 1890-1894 and 1901-1905. The surveys were taken to
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establish the reservation boundaries and township boundaries within the reservation and were
conducted under the supervision of the General Land Office.

The notes include the locations of boundary markers set by the surveyors. Most sheets also
include index diagrams of the areas surveyed; lists of the surveyor's assistants and their duties;
signed oaths taken by both the surveyor and his assistants; and descriptions of the character and

quality of the land. A limited number of astronomical observations appear.

These records were microfilmed by the National Archives at the request of the State Archives.
The originals are housed at the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri. Many of
these notes are duplicated in the “GLO Land Survey Field Notes” collection on the South Dakota

Digital Archives.
CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
1875 Surveys: 1 5212
Sioux Lands West of the Missouri River, Dakota
Territory
Field Notes of Fractional T104N, R71W;
Fractional T103-104N, R72-74W; and T103N,
R75W
1879 Surveys:
Field Notes of Survey of Exterior Boundaries of
Fractional T35-36N, R44W
Field Notes of Survey of Section Lines of T35N,
R44W
Field Notes of Survey of Subdivision into 40 Acre
Tracts of T35N, R44W
Vol. 13 - Field Notes of the Survey of the Exterior
Boundaries of T40N, R32-33W; T37N, R40W;
and T36-37N, R41W
Vol. 14 - T36-37N, R42-43W; T35N, R44W
1879 Surveys (cont.): 2 5213

Vol. 14 - T35N, R45W
1890 Surveys:

Vol. 6 - North Linear Boundary of the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation Extending from a Point on
the Right Bank of the Cheyenne River
Opposite the Mouth of Battle Creek, East to
the White River

1894 Surveys:

9th Standard Parallel North (South Boundary of

T37N, R47-48W and a Portion of R46W)
1892 Surveys:

10" Standard Parallel North through R43-44W and
the 9" Standard Parallel North through R38-
39W
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https://sddigitalarchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15914coll1
https://sddigitalarchives.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15914coll1

CONTENTS

NARA ROLL #

MF LOCATION

Township Lines between R37 and 38W through
T36N; between R38 and 39W through T36-
39N; between R39 and 40W and R41 and 42W
through T38-39N; between R42 and 43W
through T38-40N; between T35 and 36N
through R38-39W; between T38 and 39N and
T39 and 40N through R39-41W and R43W;
between T41 and 42N in R44W

1893 Surveys:

Township Lines between T35 and 36N through
R46W; between R46 and 47W through T35N;
between R35 and 36 W and R36 and 37W
through T37-40N; between R37 and 38W
through T39-40N; between T38 and 39N
through R37W and between T39 and 40N
through R36-37W

1894 Surveys:

Subdivision Lines of T40N, R36W, also
retracement of 10" Standard Parallel North
(South Boundary of T41N through R35-37W)

1893 Surveys:

Subdivision Lines of T37N, R38W and T38N,

R38W
1894 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T39N, R37W and T40N,
R37W
1892 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T36N, R38W
Vol. 7 - T36N, R39W
1893 Surveys:

Subdivision Lines of T37N, R39W and T38N,

R39W
1892 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T39N, R39W

2

5213

1893 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T36N, R40W and T38N,
R40W
1892 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T39N, R40W and T39N,
R47TW
1894 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T43N, R42W
1892 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T39N, R43W and T40N,
R43W

5214
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
1894 Surveys: 3 5214
Subdivision Lines of T41IN, R43W; T42N, R43W;
T38N, R44W; and T39N, R44W
1892 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T41N, R44W
1893 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T35N, R46W
1894 Surveys:
Subdivision Lines of T36N, R47W
1901 Surveys:
Book A - The Resurvey and Retracement of the
West Boundaries of T35N, R42 and 43W;
T36N, R44W; T37N, R42W; and T38W,
R43W. The East Boundaries of T36 and 37N,
R44W; and T38N, R43W. The North
Boundaries of T35N, R41, 42, and 47W; and
T37N, R42 and 44W. The South Boundaries of
T36N, R41 and 47W; and T38N, R41 and
43W.
Book B - West Boundaries of T35N, R41 and
47W; T36N, R45W; T37-39N, R45 and 46W;,
and T37 and 38N, R47W.
Book C - 5" Guide Meridian West (between R40
and 41 W) through T35 and 38N.
Book D - Subdivision Lines of Fractional T35N,
R42W.
Book E - Subdivision Lines of Fractional T35N,
R43W.
1901 Surveys: 4 5215

Book E - Subdivision Lines of Fractional T35N,
R43W (continued).

Book F - 9" Standard Parallel North through R42-
46W and Retracement of 162W and 163W of
the Initial Point on the Boundary Line between
South Dakota and Nebraska.

Book G - Subdivision Lines of the West Half of
T37N, R42W.

Book H - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R41W.

Book I - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R42W.

Book J - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R42W.

Book K - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R43W.

Book L - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R44W.

Book M - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R44W.

Book N - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R45W.

Book O - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R46W.
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Book P - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R47W. 4 5215
Book Q - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R48W.
Book R - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R48W.
Book S - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R45W.

Book T - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R46W.

Book U - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R45W.
Book V - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R46W.
Book W - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R45W.

1901 Surveys: 5 5216
Book X - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R46W.
Book A - The West Boundaries of T40N, R38-

41W. North Boundaries of T39N, R38W; T41
and 42N, R41W; and T41N, R42W.

Book B - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R38W.

Book C - Subdivision Lines of T40N, R38W.

Book D - Subdivision Lines of T40N, R39W.

Book E - 10™ Standard Parallel North through R41
and 42W.

Book F - West Boundaries of T41-43N, R41. The
South Boundary of T40N, R40W; and T40N,
R41W through Section 31. The West Boundary
of T40N, R42W through Section 6. A Portion
of the North Boundary of the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation.

Book G - Subdivision Lines of T40N, R40W.

Book H - 5" Guide Meridian through T40N.

Book I - Subdivision Lines of T40N, R41W.

Book J - Subdivision Lines of T40N, R42W.

Book K - Subdivision Lines of T4IN, R41W.

Book L - Subdivision and Meander Lines of T42N,
R41W.

Book M - 5" Guide Meridian through T43N.

Book N - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T43N, R41W.

Book O - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T42N, R42W.

Book A - Resurvey of the 10" Standard Parallel
North through R38-40W.

Book B - East and North Boundaries of T41N,
R37-40W and T42N, R39-40W. East
Boundaries of T42N, R37-38W and T43N,
R39-40W.

Book C - Subdivision Lines of T41N, R39W.

Book D - Subdivision Lines of T41IN, R38W.

Book E - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R39W.
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CONTENTS

NARA ROLL #

MF LOCATION

Book F - 5" Guide Meridian through T41-42N.

5

5216

1901 Surveys:
Book G - Subdivision Lines of T41N, R40W.
Book H - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R40W.
1902 Surveys:

Book A - Subdivision and Meander lines of T35N,
R41W.

Book B - West Boundaries of T35 and 36N, R34-
36W; T35N, R37-39W; and T37-40N, R34W.
North Boundaries of T35 and 37N, R34-37W;
T38N, R34-36W; and T39N, R34-35W.

Book C - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R40W.

Book D - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R39W.

Book E - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R38W.

Book F - 9" Standard Parallel through R34-37W.

Book G - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R37W.

Book H - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R37W.

Book I - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R36W.

Book J - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R36W.

Book K - Subdivision Lines and Retracement of
East Boundary of T40N, R34W.

Book L - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R34W.

Book M - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R35W.

Book N - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R36W.

Book O - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R36W.

Book P - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R35W.

Book Q - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R35W.

Book R - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R34W.

Book S - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R34W.

1903 Surveys:
Book T - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R37W.
Book U - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R37W.

6

5217

1903 Surveys:
Book V - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R36W.
Book W - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R35W.
Book X - Subdivision of Fractional T35N, R35W.
Book Y - Subdivision Lines of T36N, R34W.
Book Z - Subdivision Lines of T35N, R34W.
1902 Surveys:
Book A - Subdivision Lines of T4IN, R37W.
Book B - West Boundaries of T41-44N, R34 and
35W. North Boundaries of T41N, R34-36W;
T42 and 43N, R34W; and T43N, R35W.
Book C - Subdivision Lines of T41N, R36W.
Book D - Subdivision Lines of T4IN, R35W.

5218
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Book E - Resurvey of the 10" Standard Parallel 7 5218
North through R34W.

Book F - Subdivision Lines of T41IN, R34W.

Book G - Subdivision Lines of T40N, R35W.

Book H - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R34W.

Book I - Subdivision Lines of T43N, R34W.

Book J - Subdivision and Meander Lines of T44N,
R35W.

Book K - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T44N, R34W.

1904 Surveys:

Book A - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T43N, R40W. Resurvey and Retracements of
the South Boundaries of T43N, R40W through
Sections 31-34.

Book B - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T43N, R39W.

Book C - East and South Boundaries of T43N,
R37-38W. North Boundary of T42N, R35 and
36W. North Boundary of T43N, R36W.

Book D - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R38W.

Book E - Subdivision and Meander Lines of T43N,
R38W.

Book F - Subdivision and Meander Lines of T43N,
R37W.

Book G - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R37W.

1904 Surveys: 8 5219
Book G - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R37W
(between Sections 27 and 34).
Book H - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R36W.
Book I - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R35W.
Book J - Subdivision Lines of T43N, R35W.
Book K - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T43N, R36W.
Book L - Subdivision and Meander Lines of T44N,
R36W.
1905 Surveys:
Book A - West Boundaries of T42N, R45-46W
and T43N, R43-46W. North Boundaries of
T42N, R45-47TW.
Book B - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T42N, R47W.
Book C - Subdivision and Meander Lines of
T43N, R47W.
Book D - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R46W.
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Book E - Subdivision and Meander Lines of T43N, | 8 5219
R46W.

Book F - Subdivision Lines of T43N, R45W.

Book G - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R45W.

Book H - Subdivision Lines of T42N, R44W. The
Retracement and Resurvey of Portions of
North, East, and South Boundaries of T42N,
R44W.

Book I - Subdivision Lines of T43N, R44W.

Book J - Subdivision Lines of T43N, R43W.

Book K - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R47W, and
the Retracement of the West Boundary of
T37N, R47W through Section 6.

Book L - Subdivision Lines of T37N, R48W.

Book M - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R48W.

Book N - Subdivision Lines of T38N, R47W.

Book O - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R47W.

Book P - Subdivision Lines of T39N, R48W.

Indian Census Rolls, 1886-1942 (M595).

Because Indians on reservations were not citizens until 1924, nineteenth and early twentieth
century census takers did not count Indians for congressional representation. Instead, the U.S.
government took special censuses in connection with Indian treaties, the last of which was in
1871. The result of many treaties was to extinguish Indian ties to land. Typically, the Indians
agreed to reduce their landholdings or to move to an area less desired for white settlement. Some
treaties provided for the dissolution of the tribes and the allotment of land to individual Indians.
The censuses determined who was eligible for the allotments.

These census rolls were usually submitted each year by agents or superintendents in charge of
Indian reservations, as required by an act of July 4, 1884. The data on the rolls vary to some
extent, but usually given are the English and/or Indian name of the person, roll number, age or
date of birth, sex, and relationship to head of family. Beginning in 1930, the rolls also show the
degree of Indian blood, marital status, ward status, place of residence, and sometimes other
information. For certain years — including 1935, 1936, 1938, and 1939 — only supplemental rolls
of additions and deletions were compiled. Most of the 1940 rolls have been retained by the
Bureau of Indian affairs and are not included in this publication.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Pine Ridge (Sioux and Cheyenne Indians), 1886-1888 | 362-363 9659
Pine Ridge (Sioux and Cheyenne Indians), 1890-1893 | 364-365 9660
Pine Ridge (Sioux and Cheyenne Indians), 1894-1899 | 366-367 9661
Pine Ridge, 1900-1905, 1907, Letters for 1909 368-369 9662
Pine Ridge (Oglala Sioux Indians), 1913, 1915-1923 370-372 9663
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Pine Ridge (Oglala Sioux Indians), 1924-1929 373-375 9664
Pine Ridge (Oglala Sioux Indians), 1930-1931 376-377 9665
Pine Ridge (Oglala Sioux Indians), 1932; Birth and 378-379 9666
Death Rolls, 1924-1932
Pine Ridge (Oglala Sioux Indians), 1933-1934 380-381 9667
Pine Ridge (Oglala Sioux Indians), 1937, 382-384 9668
Supplemental Census Rolls, 1934-1939, 1942-
1943
Kyle District Census, 1949 3146

Miscellaneous Record Series (Series 14-17, 67-71, 97-99, 101-105, 113-116),
1867-1948.

These record series were selected by State Archives staff from the records of the Pine Ridge
Agency held by the National Archives facility in Kansas City, Missouri. The records were
microfilmed at the request of the State Archives.

Series 14: Correspondence of Earl S. Cleaver (Records of District Farmers and Field
Agents), 1924-1927.

The correspondence is arranged chronologically by date of letter. These are letters received by
the superintendent from Cleaver, the district farmer for the Medicine Root District. There are
also copies of letters sent to Cleaver by the superintendent and copies of letters sent by Cleaver
to other parties. The subjects covered include the farmer's responsibilities as, in effect, a sub-
agent, such as allotment leases, work for Indians, applications for pro-rata shares of tribal funds,
census sheets and the character of certain non-Indians on the reservation.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Correspondence of Earl S. Cleaver, 30 Oct 1924 - 9 1 5209
Feb 1927

Series 15: Correspondence of J.J. Guyer (Records of District Farmers and Field Agents),
1932-1934.

Arranged chronologically by date of letter. These are mostly original letters, notes and telegrams
sent to the superintendent and endorsed by him for the attention of Mr. Guyer, the agency's field
agent. Correspondents were usually agency employees (such as district farmers), ranchers,
reservation Indians, other Indian agents, business firms and unidentified parties. There are also
some letters sent by the superintendent to Guyer or by Guyer to the superintendent, and
occasional enclosures. There is an undated list of Indians who had been issued sorghum syrup
and two land plats (for Township 42, Range 41 and Township 43, Ranges 41 and 42). The
subjects include such problems as cattle trespass, abandonment of a work crew in Belle Fourche,
South Dakota, unlawful use of allotted land, the late delivery of supplies, the improper use of
Government property and similar complaints.
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CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Correspondence of J.J. Guyer (Records of District 1 5209

Farmers and Field Agents), 7 Jan 1932 - 26 June

1934

Series 16: Monthly Reports of District Farmers and Related Lists, 1888-1903.

Arranged chronologically by date of report. The reports were forwarded by the district
"additional farmers" to the OIA through the agent. They include an accounting of time spent and
work accomplished while undertaking various sorts of agricultural and related work with the
Indians of the farmer's district. There are blanks for reporting the condition of stock and farm
equipment; the need of the district for equipment, stock, seeds and lumber; and "general
remarks." The reports are for the period February 1, 1888-July 1, 1890 (with gaps). The
remainder of this series' time span is taken up by related lists of Indians who have left the
reservation without permission, who own specified numbers of cattle, who are taking up farming,
or who have otherwise come to the attention of one of the district farmers.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Monthly Reports of District Farmers, 1 Feb 1888 - 9 1 5209
Feb 1903

Series 17: Anonymous Journal, 1920-1921.

The entries are arranged chronologically. This is apparently the journal of one of the
reservation's district farmers. Included are entries related to the handling and distribution of hay,
corn, and cattle; notations of cattle branded and fields plowed and planted; references to land
leases; complaints of damage to crops and of trespassing; mention of the burial of a dead Indian,;
narratives of events pertaining to the operation of farms; and remarks on other affairs connected
with the duties of the district farmer. Some entries consist of allegations by Indians that a
specific problem existed. There are also some entries concerning travel expenses, apparently for
agency employees; lists of names with corresponding unidentified dollar figures; and lengthy
discussions of land livestock controversies.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Anonymous Journal, 28 July 1920 - 19 Apr 1921 2 5210

Series 67: Records of Controversies, 1867-1907.

The folders are arranged chronologically by date span of the records within; thereunder the
documents are arranged chronologically by date of documents. These records include letters and
other documents bearing on such controversies as claims for Indian depredations, the December
29, 1890 tragedy at Wounded Knee, the distribution of supplies, an inspection of the agency by a
special inspector from the Department of Interior, a fire, a lawsuit, alleged padding of the
payroll, an unpopular school superintendent, the return of part of the reservation to the public
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domain, and other events. See “Miscellaneous Letters Sent” (M1229) Vol. 20 for correspondence
relating to controversies in the period 1889-1892.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Records of Controversies, 1 Apr 1867 - 28 Dec 1907 2 5210

Series 68: Council Proceedings, 1875-1894.

Arranged chronologically by date of council. These are typescript transcriptions of two councils
between representatives of the US Government and Indian Leaders. Both were held in
Washington, D.C. The first council was held between May 18 and June 5, 1875, between the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs and Sioux representatives from the Red Cloud (later called Pine
Ridge), Spotted Tail (later called Rosebud) and Cheyenne River Agencies. The Sioux
delegations were led by Red Cloud and Spotted Tail; President Grant appeared briefly on the
Government side. This council dealt with the intrusion of whites into the Black Hills, continued
Sioux possession of the Hills, the possible transfer of the Sioux to Indian Territory, the Indians
dissatisfaction with their agents, treaty arrangements, and other aspects of the relationship of the
Sioux with the Government.

Four transcriptions, dated May 26 and 27 and June 1, are present, as is an undated transcription
of part of the June 5 session. The second transcription records part of the proceedings of a three-
day council, beginning on September 26, 1877, between various Sioux and Arapaho chiefs, the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Secretary of the Interior, General George Crook and
President Rutherford B. Hayes. The council dealt with treaty rights and obligations, supplies, and
the location of agencies within the Great Sioux Reservation. This copy of the transcription was
made in 1894.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Council Proceedings, 26 May 1875 - 19 Apr 1894 2 5210

Series 69: Proceedings of a Council to Accept Reduction of the Great Sioux Reservation,
1889.

The pages of the transcript are arranged chronologically by date of session. This letterpress
typescript copy is an incomplete transcript of negotiations between the Sioux of the Pine Ridge
Agency and a commission sent from Washington to convince the Indians of the Great Sioux
Reservation to accept the division of part of the Reservation into several smaller reservations,
(the "diminished Sioux reservation") with the balance of the land being opened to white
settlement. The transcript covers the period June 15-21, 1889, and break offs in mid-sentence on
page 151.

A map of the "diminished" reservation is included.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Proceedings of a Council to Accept Reduction of the 3 5211
Great Sioux Reservation, 15-21 June 1889
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Series 70: Account of a Council of Pine Ridge and Rosebud Sioux, 1892.

The notes are arranged chronologically by date of dispatch. These are manuscript notes of
dispatches sent by newspaper correspondent J.A. Finley; they relay his interpretation of the
course of a council between Indian leaders from the two adjoining reservations. Special Agent
James A. Cooper presided. The council was held to confirm the boundary between the two
reservations, which in 1888-89 had been established as two of the remnants of the Great Sioux
Reservation. Red Cloud and Young Man Afraid of his Horse were among the prominent Sioux
chiefs present. Such controversial policies as the attendance of Indian children at eastern
boarding schools and Indians workings as picturesque romantics in wild west shows were also
discussed.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Account of a Council of Pine Ridge and Rosebud 3 5211
Sioux, 19-24 Feb 1892

Series 71: Petitions, 1875-1907.

Arranged chronologically by date of document. These mostly manuscript documents include
petitions from Indians to the agent, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or the President of the
United States. The subjects include appointments to agency positions, the retention of an agent,
alleged treaty rights, problems with particular individuals, mandatory haircuts for Indian
children, the location of a store, payment of per capita money, charges of slander, and granting of
collective title to the reservation to the Indian inhabitants. In most cases there are multiple
petitioners, but some documents are pleas from individual Indians. See “Decimal
Correspondence” (code 069), for related correspondence.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Petitions, ca 1875 - 19 Nov 1907 3 5211

Series 97: Miscellaneous Allotment Records, 1906-1911.

Arranged chronologically by date of document. These varied records include a note from an
"additional farmer" (district farmer) and two notes from unidentified persons regarding specific
allotments. There is also a copy of a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to six
Indians concerning allotment policy; two lists which provide the name, age and in some cases the
home district, allotment number, allotment size and age of Indians taking allotments; lists of
Indians with their allotment numbers; an allotment certificate; and various notes sent by
additional farmers. The notes are addressed to Special Allotting Agent Charles H. Bates.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Miscellaneous Allotment Records, 1906-1911 1 5220
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Series 98: Copies of Letters Sent by Special Allotting and Disbursing Agent Charles H.
Bates, 1904-1914.

These are arranged chronologically by date of letter. Vol. 1 includes letters dated 1904-1914;
vol. 2 includes letters dated 1904-1911. Both volumes have name and subject indexes.

These are letterpress copybooks; nearly all the copies are in typescript. A few telegrams are
included. Land allotment work was begun on the Pine Ridge Reservation on Aug. 26, 1904, and
was the responsibility of special agent Charles H. Bates. The letters are signed by Bates, usually
in his capacity as "Allotting Agent." Occasionally he signs as "Special Allotting and Disbursing
Agent," or "Surveyor and Special Disbursing Agent." The correspondence concerns his work
allotting land and is addressed to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Assistant US Treasurer
(regarding his disbursing account), Pine Ridge Agent John Brennan, other OIA employees on
and off the reservation, Indians, and private citizens. There are occasional references to his
related work on other South Dakota reservation.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Copies of Letters Sent by Agent Charles H. Bates, 28 | 1-2 5220-5221
Oct 1904 - 11 Apr 1914

Series 99: Reports of Special Allotting Agent Charles H. Bates, 1904-1909.

Arranged chronologically by date of report, with gaps of up to three months. These are duplicate
weekly reports submitted by Bates to the Office of Indian Affairs. They specify the total number
of allotments made to date, the week's total, miles surveyed, money expended and other data
relevant to his expenditure of time and money. There is also provision for remarks and for an
estimate (usually not made) of the time required to complete the work.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Reports of Special Allotting Agent Charles H. Bates, 3 5222
12 Sept 1904 - 11 Dec 1909

Series 101: Allottee Record Cards, 1904-1909.

Arranged alphabetically by surname of head of family.

These are typescript index cards recording the name, allotment number, sex, age, and
relationship to the head of the family of reservation allottees. Some cards also include a notation
of an individual's relationship to an allottee listed on another card under a different head of
family. In most cases the husband, wife and children living at home are listed on one card.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Allottee Record Cards, 1904-1909 3-5 5222-5224
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Series 102: Revision of Names on Allotment Roll, ca. 1906.

Entries are arranged alphabetically by family surname.

This register lists all members of a given family, along with their relationship to the head of the
household and their Indian name, English (or school) name, sex, age, allotment roll number and
(in some cases) relationship to other families on the reservation. There are 6,687 people listed.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Revision of Names on Allotment Roll, ca. 1906 5 5224

Series 103: Land Allotment Ledger, 1910-1917.

Entries are arranged numerically by allotment number; they have been entered in generally
chronological order.

Allotment numbers 4440-8269 are included. The name, age, sex and relationship to the head of
the household are specified. The land concerned is located by range, township, section and minor
division. Remarks are sometimes included, usually referring the entry to another allottee and
including information on marriages, deaths or relationship to other allottees. With the individual
allotment entries are occasional entries noting the reservation of sections of land for forest or
school purposes.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Land Allotment Ledger, 1910-1917 5-7 5224-5226

Series 104: List of Allottees, ca. 1912-1913.

Entries are arranged alphabetically by surname of allottee.

This is a portion of a typescript list, including only persons with surnames beginning with the
letters A-M. The list appears to have been originally compiled in ca. 1912-13. See Series 125
(1913 annuity payroll list) for age comparisons. The list notes the names of each individual in a
family holding an allotment; whether the person is the head of the family or a wife, son or
daughter; whether he or she is deceased; and his or her age, home district, and allotment number.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

List of Allottees, ca. 1912-1913 7 5226

Series 105: Copies of Allotted Land Appraisals and Related Records, 1948.

Arranged chronologically by date of appraisal certificate. These mimeographed certificates were
completed by an agency employee, usually a range guard. They provide the location of the land
involved and specify the allottee's name, the allotment number, the "character" and value of the
land (eg., "50 acres are useful grazing," "50 acres are irrigable," the land is worth 200 dollars for
mineral exploitation"). The appraiser certifies that he had inspected the land; the superintendent

Pine Ridge Agency - 28




certifies that he had appointed the appraiser. Related records consist mostly of copies of cover
letters sent by the superintendent with copies of the certificates to the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Regional Director in Billing, Montana. Trust deeds transferring the land from one Indian to
another (with the US as trustee) accompanied the certificates to Billings, but copies of the deeds
are not present in this series. The cover letters provide detailed information about the transfer of
land and request the approval of the Regional Director. A few applications for patents in fee
simple, recommended by the superintendent, were sent to the Regional Director and are
discussed in cover letters present in this series. There is also a letter from one A.J. Tyndall to the
superintendent regarding a land transaction.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Copies of Allotted Land Appraisals and Related 7-8 5226-5227
Records, 15 Jan 1948 - 31 Dec 1948

Series 113: Schedules and Vouchers for Sales of Allotted or Inherited Indian Lands, 1915-
1918.

Entries are arranged numerically by sale number. These quarterly schedules provide the sale and
allotment numbers, the names of sellers and buyers, the price, and the date of sale of
transactions.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Schedules and Vouchers for Sales of Allotted or 8 5227

Inherited Indian Lands, 31 Dec 1915 - 30 June

1918

Series 114: Land Sale and Lease Deposit Ledger, 1918-1922.

Entries are arranged chronologically by date of transaction.

This manuscript ledger records the date, amount and purpose of deposits made to the special
deposit accounts of Indians receiving money for the sale (usually) or lease of an allotment. The
name of the payer is noted, as is that of the Indian receiving the payment, the journal voucher
number, the allotment number, the land sale number and the balance in the account after the
transaction.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Land Sale and Lease Deposit Ledger, 1 July 1918 -30 | 8 5227
Sept 1922

Series 115: Abstracts of Special Deposit Accounts, 1918-1921.

Entries are arranged chronologically by quarter.
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These abstracts note the name of the Indian holding an account, the source of funds for any
receipts (e.g., oil and gas lease, land sale number, lease payment), the balance in the account, any
receipts or withdrawals and remarks on the transaction.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Abstracts of Special Deposit Accounts, 30 Sept 1918 - | 8 5227
31 Dec 1921

Series 116: Land Purchase Reports, 1938.

The documents are arranged numerically by tract number.

These are completed forms, sometimes with accompanying related correspondence, on which a
land field agent reports (apparently to the superintendent) on the nature and value of tracts of
land which the Government proposed to buy under the terms of the Indian Reorganization Act.
The purchases were being arranged as part of the planned 1940 land acquisition project.
Statements of the size, location and nature of the land are included, as is a list of any
improvements thereon, and a plat of the land.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION

Land Purchase Reports, Oct 1938 8-9 5227-5228

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Special Case Files, 1893-1905.

These files were selected from the Bureau of Indian Affair’s Special Case files for their
pertinence to the Indian nations of South Dakota. They were microfilmed at the request of the
SD State Archives. The originals are available in Washington, D.C. at the National Archives.
The files listed here pertain to the Pine Ridge Agency. For a complete list of Special Case files
at the State Archives, see the “Special Topics” section of this guide.

The Special Case files bring related documents together from different places in the general
incoming correspondence. Subjects mostly deal with land and property matters.

DESCRIPTION MF LOCATION

Sacs and Foxes, Half-breed Patents, 1860. 5034

Sale of Oto and Missouria lands in Kansas and Nebraska
(Santee), 1885.

Sioux Commission, 1890: Cheyenne River, Pine Ridge,
Standing Rock, Santee, and Ponca.

Talks and Councils with Indians in Dakota and Montana 5036
(OIA-ISP #68), 1867-1889.

Indian Peace Commission, 1865-1868.

Enumeration of Adult Men, 1889 (Santee, Flandreau,
Ponca, Rosebud, Cheyenne River, Pine Ridge, Crow
Creek, Lower Brule, Standing Rock).
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DESCRIPTION

MF LOCATION

Report of Irregular Employees, Pine Ridge Agency, 1905.

Investigation of Cheyenne River Agency, 1901-1905.

Investigation of Complaints at Lower Brule Agency, 1907.

Report of Irregular Employees, Rosebud Agency, 1905.

Special Series A - Indian Allotment Applications for Lands
within the Great Sioux Reservation, 1891-1898
(unarranged).

5038

Case #92 - Sioux land cession to Poncas, 1881-1882

Case #96 — Executive Addition of Nebraska lands to Sioux
Reservation at Pine Ridge Agency, 1880-1882

Case #101 — Dakota Central Railroad Right of Ways on Sioux
Reservation, 1879-1881

Case #104 — Reduction of Great Sioux Reservation, 1881-
1884 (opening land to white settlement and grazing)

Case #115 — Proposed Reduction of Crow Creek and Old
Winnebago Reservations, 1880-1886 (arguments for and
against opening the land for settlement and allowing
illegal settlers to remain)

5042

Case #143 — Missionary Lands on Crow Creek and Lower
Brule Agencies, 1887-1904

Case #158 — Yankton and Missouri Valley Railway through
the Yankton Reservation, 1889

Case #190 — Irrigation on Pine Ridge and Rosebud
Reservations, 1892-1905

Case #191 — Farming and Grazing Leases, 1900-1907
(Crow Creek, Pine Ridge)

5043

Pine Ridge Agency: Superintendent’s Annual Narrative and Statistical
Reports from Field Jurisdictions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 1910-1938

(M1011).

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Pine Ridge, 1910-1929 106 4456

Pine Ridge, 1930-1935 107 4457

Pipestone School, 1910-1931
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Reports of Inspections of the Field Jurisdictions of the Office of Indian

Affairs, 1880-1900 (M1070).

This microfilm publication from the National Archives contains reports prepared by inspectors
for the Indian Service and submitted to the Office of Indian Affairs. Inspectors for the Indian
Service were first appointed July 1, 1873, under the provision of an act of February 14, 1873 (17
Stat. 463). The 1873 act required each agency to be visited by an inspector at least once a year,
preferably twice a year by alternate inspectors. The inspectors investigated all matters pertaining
to the conditions of the Indians and the extent to which they adopted white civilization,
reservation boundaries, the use of reservation lands, the state of industry, the character and
abilities of the agent and other employees, school conditions, the state of agency fiscal records,

and enforcement or violation of the law.

CONTENTS NARA ROLL # | MF LOCATION
Pima, Maricopa, and Papago Agency, 1890-1900 36 6095

Pine Ridge Agency, 1880-1895

Pine Ridge Agency, 1897-1900 37 6096

Pipestone School, 1894-1900
Ponca Agency, 1874-1880
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